Matthew 15:21-28 The Faith of a Canaanite Woman

Introduction

Matthew 15:21-28 tells the story of a mother who refuses to let social boundaries, religious prejudice, or silence keep
her from bringing her daughter to Jesus. Matthew calls her a Canaanite woman, a title that marks her as an outsider
and recalls Israel's ancient enemies. Yet she recognizes Jesus as “Lord” and “Son of David,” titles many religious
insiders fail to understand.

Jesus does not answer her at first. The disciples want her sent away, and Jesus speaks of His mission to Israel before
using the difficult image of children and household dogs. The woman does not leave. She takes the image and finds
room within it for mercy: even the dogs receive crumbs from the master's table.

Jesus praises her great faith and heals her daughter immediately. The woman who begins outside the accepted
boundaries becomes an example of trust, courage, and intercessory love. The passage shows that God's grace is not
scarce. In Christ, mercy reaches beyond the lines people draw.

Background

Jesus has just challenged the Pharisees' understanding of purity, teaching that defilement comes from the heart rather
than from food or unwashed hands. He then enters the region of Tyre and Sidon, a largely Gentile area, and meets a
woman whom many Jews would have considered unclean. Matthew places the stories together to contrast outward
religious respectability with genuine faith.

The woman's title for Jesus, “Son of David,” recognizes Him as Israel's Messiah. Jesus' earthly ministry begins with
Israel, but God's promise to Abraham always included blessing for all nations. This healing points ahead to the risen
Christ's command to make disciples of every nation.

Verse-by-Verse Handout

Scripture Main Meaning Details That Are Easy to Miss
Section
Matthew Jesus enters the region of Tyre  Her titles “Lord” and “Son of David” show
15:21-22 and Sidon. A Canaanite woman remarkable insight. She comes as an outsider but
cries for mercy for her suffering recognizes Israel's Messiah.
daughter.
Matthew Jesus is silent, and the disciples  Silence is not the same as rejection. The disciples
15:23 urge Him to send her away. hear an interruption; Jesus will reveal persistent
faith.
Matthew Jesus says He was sent to the lost This describes the order of His earthly mission,
15:24 sheep of Israel. not a permanent exclusion of Gentiles. Israel's
blessing will reach the nations.
Matthew The woman kneels before Jesus Her prayer grows shorter and more urgent. Faith
15:25 and prays, “Lord, help me!” does not require polished words, only trust in the
One who can help.
Matthew Jesus speaks of the children's The saying is difficult and reflects the boundary
15:26 bread and the household dogs.  between Israel and the Gentiles. The woman
remains near Jesus rather than turning away.
Matthew She replies that even the dogs eat She does not ask Israel to receive less. She trusts
15:27 crumbs that fall from their that Christ's mercy is abundant enough to
master's table. overflow to her daughter.
Matthew Jesus praises her great faith and An outsider is publicly commended. Jesus'
15:28 grants her request. Her daughter authority crosses distance, and His grace reaches
is healed immediately. the person the disciples wanted dismissed.
Wesleyan Emphasis

This passage shows prevenient grace at work. Before the woman receives healing, and before the disciples recognize
her faith, God's grace has already drawn her toward Jesus. She knows where mercy is found and refuses to believe
that the boundaries around her are stronger than Christ's compassion.



Grace comes first, but it calls for a response. The woman cries out, kneels, answers Jesus, and continues trusting. Her
persistence does not purchase mercy or force an unwilling Christ to act. It reveals a heart already awakened by grace
and confident in Jesus' goodness.

Wesley taught that Christ died for all and that God's saving grace is genuinely offered to every person. The woman
stands outside the covenant community, yet Jesus hears her, praises her faith, and restores her daughter. No ethnicity,
past, social position, or religious background places someone beyond the reach of God's love.

The passage also confronts the Church. The disciples want relief from the woman's cries, but Jesus makes her faith
visible. Holy love does not protect comfort by pushing suffering people away. It receives those whom Christ receives
and trusts that there is enough grace at His table for everyone.

Main Lessons

People who seem far from God may recognize Jesus more clearly than religious insiders.
God's silence does not always mean rejection or absence.

Faith can be persistent, humble, honest, and bold at the same time.

A short prayer such as “Lord, help me” is enough.

Christ's mercy is not scarce and does not have to be guarded.

The Church must not silence people whose pain interrupts its comfort.

Jesus welcomes faith from every nation and every background.

Discussion Questions

Why does Matthew identify the woman as a Canaanite?

What does her use of “Lord” and “Son of David” reveal about her faith?

How should we understand Jesus' initial silence?

What do the disciples' words reveal about their priorities?

Why is Jesus' saying about the children and dogs difficult for modern readers?
What does the woman's answer reveal about her understanding of grace?

Who might the Church be tempted to treat as an interruption or outsider?
Where do you need to keep praying, “Lord, help me”?

Application

Many people approach God feeling like outsiders. They may believe their past, failures, questions, family history, or
lack of religious knowledge disqualifies them. This woman reminds us that Jesus hears the honest cry for mercy. We
do not come because we have earned a place. We come because Christ is gracious.

Her story also speaks to seasons when prayer seems to meet silence. We may pray for healing, reconciliation,
deliverance, or guidance and see no immediate change. Faith does not pretend silence is easy. It remains near Jesus
and continues to trust His character. Sometimes the fullest prayer we can offer is, “Lord, help me.”

The disciples warn the Church against valuing comfort above compassion. It is easy to welcome people in theory
while becoming impatient when their grief is loud, their needs are complicated, or their lives do not fit familiar
patterns. Jesus calls us to see the person others are ready to dismiss.

The woman believed that even a crumb of Christ's mercy could change everything. Through the cross and
resurrection, the invitation has opened wide. All who place their faith in Jesus Christ are welcomed into God's
household. The Church should live as though grace is abundant, because in Christ it is.



