
Matthew 3:1–12 Study 
Theme: Advent is not just waiting; it is preparing. Repentance clears a path for Christ to come 
among us. 

1. Context and Introduction 

Matthew 3:1–12 opens with John the Baptist preaching in the wilderness. His message—
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near”—cuts through sentiment and calls God’s 
people to preparation. Advent mirrors this call. Repentance is not punishment but the clearing of 
the heart so Christ may enter without resistance. 

John’s appearance in the wilderness fulfills Isaiah 40:3 and signals that a new era in salvation 
history has begun. Matthew introduces John as the final Old Testament–style prophet and the 
long-promised forerunner of the Messiah. 

Key Idea: Advent is active preparation, not passive anticipation. 

2. Background of Matthew 

• Audience: Jewish Christians wrestling with identity after the destruction of the Temple. 
• Purpose: Show that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law and Prophets. 
• Structure: Matthew frames Jesus as the new Moses and places John the Baptist at the 

turning point between promise and fulfillment. 
• Theme Connection: John prepares hearts for Christ, just as Advent prepares the church. 

3. Exegesis of the Passage (Summarized & Grouped) 

Matthew 3:1–3 — The Prophet in the Wilderness 

• John appears in God’s chosen place of new beginnings. 
• His message of repentance announces that God’s kingdom is breaking in now. 
• Isaiah 40:3 is fulfilled: preparation begins in the heart. 

Wesleyan Insight: Prevenient grace awakens repentance, clearing the path for Christ. 

Matthew 3:4–6 — The People Respond 

• John’s appearance evokes Elijah. 
• Crowds confess sins and are baptized as a sign of new life. 
• Baptism in the Jordan symbolizes a new exodus. 

Apologetic Note: John is confirmed by the historian Josephus, strengthening the Gospel’s 
credibility. 

Matthew 3:7–10 — Repentance That Produces Fruit 



• John warns religious leaders not to rely on heritage or outward religion. 
• A fruitless tree symbolizes empty spirituality. 
• True repentance transforms daily life. 

Wesleyan Insight: Holiness must be lived, not merely professed. 

Matthew 3:11–12 — The Coming Christ 

• John baptizes with water; Jesus baptizes with the Spirit and fire. 
• The winnowing fork symbolizes Jesus’ authority to purify and judge. 
• Repentance prepares for both comfort and accountability. 

Key Point: Christ purifies the willing soul and burns away what hinders love. 

4. Apologetics Notes 

• Historical reliability: John is verified by multiple sources. 
• Moral objectivity: Repentance assumes moral truth beyond personal preference. 
• Prophetic continuity: John fulfills Isaiah and Malachi exactly as expected. 
• Coherent story: John’s work prepares for Jesus’ mission and the Spirit’s renewal. 

5. Application 

Advent invites honest self-examination. Repentance: 

• makes room for Christ 
• redirects habits 
• softens hardened places 
• realigns priorities 
• deepens prayer and trust 

It is the porch of grace, the doorway to joy, and the preparation our souls need. 

Summary Line: 
Repentance makes the heart ready for Christ’s arrival—then and now. 

6. Cross-Reference Insights 

• Isaiah 40:3 — Preparation requires straightening what is crooked; repentance removes 
obstacles. 

• Malachi 3:1 & 4:5–6 — John is the promised forerunner who turns hearts back to God. 
• Luke 3:10–14 — Repentance leads to ethical transformation. 
• Acts 19:1–7 — John’s baptism prepares for the Spirit’s fuller work. 
• 2 Peter 3:10–13 — Believers prepare for Christ’s return with holy living. 
• Revelation 1:7 — Christ comes again in both salvation and judgment; readiness matters. 
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