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Apologetics Study: Matthew 22:34–46 

Theme: Discipleship and outreach are rooted in love—love for God and love for neighbor. 
Everything else hangs on that. 

 

Scripture Summary 

In Matthew 22:34–46, Jesus faces the final wave of challenges from religious leaders before His 
crucifixion. When asked which commandment is greatest, He answers with two: love God with 
your whole being and love your neighbor as yourself. All Scripture, He says, “hangs” on these. 
Then Jesus poses His own question: how can the Messiah be both David’s son and David’s 
Lord? The Pharisees fall silent. 

Jesus does not merely summarize the Law—He embodies it. The passage shows that true 
discipleship grows from divine love and that outreach is love extended into action. It also reveals 
Jesus’ divine authority—He is the fulfillment of the Law and the very source of love itself. 

Apologetic Insight 

This text defends several foundational Christian truths: 

1. The Coherence of Scripture: 
Jesus unites Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18, showing that the Old and New 
Testaments proclaim one moral center—love. This rebuts the claim that Christianity 
abandoned Jewish ethics. 

2. The Nature of True Religion: 
Critics often argue religion is about control or fear. Jesus’ teaching shows faith as 
relational, not ritualistic—rooted in love rather than rule-keeping (France). 

3. The Divinity of Christ: 
By quoting Psalm 110:1, Jesus identifies Himself as David’s Lord, not just his 
descendant. This undercuts the claim that Jesus never claimed divine identity (Keener). 

4. Moral Universality: 
Love of God and neighbor transcends culture, showing Christianity’s moral framework is 
not arbitrary but grounded in God’s eternal character (Brown). 

Key Points 

• Love Defines Discipleship: Jesus interprets all commandments through the lens of love. 
Without love, holiness collapses into hypocrisy. 

• Love Fuels Outreach: Methodists emphasize “social holiness”—faith expressing itself 
in mercy and justice (Outler). 

• Jesus Reveals His Authority: The Messiah is not merely human lineage but divine 
lordship. 
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• Faith Meets Reason: Jesus’ question silences His critics not by force but by wisdom, 
showing that revelation and logic coexist. 

Wesleyan Application 

For Wesley, holiness was not separation from the world but transformation within it. He defined 
sanctification as “perfect love” — a heart that loves God fully and neighbor freely (Collins). This 
love becomes visible through service, forgiveness, and compassion. 
Outreach is not a program—it is the overflow of divine love in a sanctified heart. 

Apologetic Reflection 

• Why Love? Because only love provides a moral standard that transcends cultures and 
centuries. 

• Why Jesus? Because He alone embodies both divine authority and sacrificial love. 
• Why the Church? Because it is the living witness of this love—inviting the world to 

encounter truth through compassion. 

Cross References 

• Deuteronomy 6:4–5 – Love God with all your heart. 
• Leviticus 19:18 – Love your neighbor as yourself. 
• Psalm 110:1 – The Messiah is both David’s Son and Lord. 
• Romans 13:10 – Love fulfills the law. 
• 1 John 4:19–21 – Love for God is proven by love for others. 

Reflection Questions 

1. How does Jesus’ teaching answer the claim that Christianity is rule-based? 
2. Why is love a stronger apologetic witness than argument alone? 
3. What does loving your neighbor mean in a culture defined by division? 
4. How does Jesus’ question about David point to His divine nature? 
5. How can your daily life serve as a defense of the faith through love? 

Quote for Meditation 

“Love is the fulfilling of the law, the end of the commandment, the essence of all true religion.” 
—John Wesley 

Closing Thought 

True apologetics begins not in the mind, but in the heart that loves well. 
A loving life is the most persuasive sermon the world can hear. 
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