John 9:1-41 — Bible Study Handout
Big Idea

Jesus reveals the difference between physical sight and spiritual sight. He brings light that
restores lives, while those who believe they already see can miss what God is doing. Grace opens
eyes before people even realize they are blind.

Context

* Occurs during a growing conflict between Jesus and the religious authorities in Jerusalem.
* Follows Jesus’ declaration in John 8:12 that He is “the light of the world.”

* Physical healing functions as a sign revealing a deeper spiritual truth in John’s Gospel.

* Blindness in Scripture often symbolizes spiritual misunderstanding or separation from God
(Isaiah 42:6-7).

* Expulsion from the synagogue mentioned in the passage reflects tensions between early
Christians and Jewish communities in the late first century (Keener).

Key Themes

» Jesus as the Light of the World

* Spiritual blindness versus spiritual sight
* Grace initiating transformation

* Faith growing through experience

* Religious certainty resisting God’s work

Passage Overview
Verses 1-5 — A Different Question

* The disciples assume suffering must be caused by someone’s sin.

* Jesus rejects the blame framework and focuses on God’s work in the present.
* He declares again that He is the light of the world.

Verses 6—12 — Sight Restored

* Jesus heals the man using mud and water from the Pool of Siloam.

* The miracle echoes creation imagery, suggesting restoration and new life.

* The neighbors struggle to believe what they see.

Verses 13-23 — Investigation Begins

* The healed man is brought before the Pharisees.

* The healing took place on the Sabbath, creating controversy.

* Religious leaders question both the man and his parents.

Verses 24-34 — A Growing Testimony

* The authorities pressure the man to denounce Jesus.

* Instead, his understanding deepens and his confidence grows.

* He boldly declares that only someone sent from God could perform such a miracle.
Verses 35-41 — True Sight Revealed

» Jesus finds the man after he is expelled from the synagogue.

* The man recognizes Jesus as the Son of Man and worships Him.

« Jesus exposes the spiritual blindness of those who claimed to see.

Important Observations



» The man’s faith develops gradually throughout the story.

* Physical sight becomes a metaphor for spiritual understanding.

* The religious leaders prioritize rules over recognizing God’s work.

* The once-blind man shows courage while the authorities show fear of losing control.

* In John’s Gospel, outsiders often respond to Jesus more openly than insiders (Carson).

Wesleyan Insights

* Prevenient Grace: Jesus approaches the blind man first. Grace begins the encounter (Collins).
* Awakening Grace: The man’s understanding of Jesus grows step by step.

* Transforming Grace: Healing leads to both restored sight and spiritual faith.

* Humility: Wesley warned that spiritual pride can prevent people from recognizing God’s
work.

Life Application

* Not every hardship needs a simple explanation. Sometimes God’s work unfolds within it.
* Faith often grows through experiences with Christ rather than instant understanding.

» Spiritual pride can blind people to God’s activity.

» Jesus still meets people in ordinary circumstances and brings light into dark places.

* Our testimony about what Christ has done can influence others.

Reflection Questions

Where do you see people today trying to explain suffering by assigning blame?
When have you experienced faith growing gradually instead of all at once?
What might spiritual blindness look like in modern religious settings?

How can humility keep our hearts open to God’s work?

5. Who might need to hear the story of how Christ has changed your life?

Key Verse

“One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see.” — John 9:25

Cross References
* [saiah 42:6-7

* Psalm 146:8

» John 8:12

¢ 2 Corinthians 4:6

* Ephesians 5:8—14

Takeaway

The greatest miracle in this story is not only that a blind man receives sight, but that a human
heart comes to recognize Jesus. God’s light still breaks into darkness, opening eyes and leading
people into truth.
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